INTRODUCTION
The Knoevenagel condensation is an important C=C bond formation in organic synthesis. Among possible solvents, refluxing benzene or toluene are common choices, 1 and removal of water from the reaction medium is typically done by means of a Dean-Stark trap. To avoid the use of hazardous organic solvents and relatively high temperatures, we were interested in the use of ionic liquids as potential solvents for this condensation.
In the course of our studies towards the synthesis of chiral halogenated β-hydroxyesters, we were particularly interested in the reaction between ethyl 4-chloroacetoacetate and different aromatic aldehydes to produce the corresponding 2-chloroacetyl-3-arylpropenoates.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
In order to determine the best reaction conditions, we varied the concentration of the reagents, the catalyst percentage and the nature of the ionic liquid. The yields corresponding to each reaction condition can be seen in Table 1 . Thus, [bmim(NTf 2 )] was the solvent of choice for the condensation, and Entry 5 conditions were used in the reaction with other aromatic aldehydes. The yields for each reaction, as well as the E/Z ratio can be seen in Table 2 . 
CONCLUSION
The Knoevenagel condensations between ethyl 4-chloroacetoacetate and different aromatic aldehydes were successfully carried out in [bmim(PF 6 )] and [bmim(NTf 2 )], affording the corresponding 2-chloroacetyl-3-arylpropenoates in moderate to high yields.
